o, the clear duty Executive to ask that
y be made at this session for all the wants of the

. V.) would ask, will be the receipts and
the next fiscal y;u‘t’ I:s:d"h'll"b:m be the
st be provided for Secretary
of the Troasury estimates it at twenty millions five hundred
thousand. He (Mr. V.) was afraid'thatin this the
mlpluunﬁwhlnlowm';.muk nxnbﬂkwﬁl:ﬂ:u
a ngo. He estimates next year at -
amm—mmg-m ﬁunim and d{vu from RL
Jands,  Now, he had already shown that to the extent
of the interest on the twenty million loan of last year, and
no further, can he use the proceeds of the public lands to pay
the ex of the year; and there is grest cause to
that the soldiers’ bounty land warrants will so dry up the sales
as not to bring money enough from that source to pay even
the intercst on that loan. .

Then there is nothing left to fall back upon but the cus-
toms. So many causes—many of them oftentimes acciden-
tal or oceult—which are suddenly into action, so great-
ly influence the commerce of the country that no certain es-

ates can be must of necessity be spproxima-
tions only to the truth. Judging, however, from certoin great
and general causes mow at work, the revenue from the cus-
toms for the year which begins on (he st of July next eannot
be safely estimated at more than twenty-six or twenty-seven
millions—say twenty-seven—and put the land at a million
and a half, making twenty-eight and a balf for the year.
This is the measure of the means of the Government. He
therefore deducted six and a hall millions from the Secre-
tary’s estimate. What, on the other hand, will be the ex-
! There is now a much larger force in the public

service thun was employed at the beginning of the present
ear ; and the fact the Executive is pressing Congress
s large addition to it shows that, even if no more
troopm are granted Congress, all now there will con-
tinue tp bo employed, and that therefore there is not the
remotest probability that the expenses of the next year will
full below those those of thie, assuming them to be no more,
Hey had before shown that the estimates for this year al-
ready sent in, amount to sixty-two milions seven hundred
and eighty-three thousand six hundred and sixty dollars ;
that probably two and a half millions must be added to that
for under-eslimates in the Quartermasters Dep bring-
ing it up to upwards of sixty-five millious; to which muat bo
added at least two millions for additional interest next year on
the loan now proposed to be raised, and that which must be
raised at the beginning of the year to meet the wants of the
yoar—sny sixty-seven millions of dollais.  From this amount
take the next year's revenuve—twenty eight and a half mil-
lions—and there will be a deficiency of thirty-eight and a half
‘millions to be provided for by loan instead of twenty millions
and a half, as estimated by the Becretary of the Treasury—
showing that the estimate for this year and nextis about
equally below the real wants of the Government ; that for
next year, upon this ealculation, being seventoen millions lesa
than the wants of the Government, while that fur this year is
now admitted to have been sixteen millions too small, with
every probability, as he had before shown, that the deficit to
be supplied by loan will reach twenty-three millions or more.
It must be borne in mind that the Quartermaster Genegal’s es-
timate alone for the next year was cut down five millions and
forty-one thousand in the manner before stated ; the original
estimate having been for that Department §19,291,200, which
was reduced to $14,250,000. The Quartermaster General,
it will also be borne in mind, says it will require the most rigid
economy to make the reduced estimates do, should there be no
heavy losses of prope xtraordinary opeiations under-

iy, no ex
taken during the year, and the troops be not increased. We
know that more troops are urgently demanded ; that losses of
property must oceur ; that the Executive has now changed his
policy, and is resolved upon carrying the war to the vitalssol
the enemy, which, in plain English, means to overrun and
subdue the whole vast territory of Mexico; and, in pursuance
of that policy, we already hear that great -operations are or-
ganizing for the reduction of Potosi and Queretaro, What,
tken, will be the public debt at the end of the next fiscal year
if the war continue ? This has become a sdlemn and alarm-
ing inquiry. He had alteady put down the probable debt at
the end of this year at seventy-three millions cight hundred
thousand dollars. If to that be added thirty-eight and a half
millions for the deficit of pext year, the amount, at the close
of that year, will be upwards of one hundred and twelve mil-
lions of dollars. :

If, however, the sixteen millions now asked for will do for
this year, then the debt at the end of next year, should there
be a deficit of no more than thirty-eight and & balf millions in
that year, will be but one hundred four and a half millions.
According to the estimates of the Secietary ofgthe Trassury,
the debt at the end of the next year will be eighty-six and a
half milliops. These estimates are all predieated npon the
supposition that the increascd force nsked for is not raised. If
that is raised, it must largely increase the public expenditures.
It must be esti d for, and appropriations made hereafter for
its support.  Any one of these estimates exhibuts a sad pros-
pect for the country. Looking at this bill as a mere money
transaction between the Government and the public ereditor, it
may be thought to be more honest than expedient to make s
liscl of the and prospective condition of the finan-
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Well, he (Mr. F.) took

unnecessarily and unconstitutionally

: it was unjustly commenced § and
that too not by the t of Mexico, but by the President
of the United States, ud by his order. He took the ground

also, and Ke proof to the contrary, that there Liad
been not a single Me foot d, nor a drop of American
blood shed, on A goil, since the commencement of the
war. He would not ‘himself but that the annexation of

¢ cause of war. The gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. McLaxx) seid the other day thut he consider-
ed the war unavoidable on our part; and to his (Mr. Frsusn's)
mind—and he th
mag—it was t that if Texns had not been annexed
there would have been no war, But was the annexation of’
Texas unavoidable gn our part ! Again, he believed the im-
mediate cause of wyr was the removal of our forces to the Rio
Grande by order of the President of the United States, ‘I'he
gentlemen q{}niullud attempted to justify this act of the Pre-
sident of the United States atlempling to prove that the
teniitory Iying between the Nueces aud the Rio Grande be-
longed to Texss. Now, if in I.I.ns'lhm gentlemen had failed
to j the President for moving our troops to the Rio
Grande—if it should be shown that that territory belonged to
Mexico—it would be apparent that the President of the United
States had been guilty of cavsing an invasion of the territory
of a neighboring republic. He would examine some of the
grounds on which thése posilions rested, and endeavor to dis-
caver some point on which oll parties could unite ; for where
there were conflicting sssertions, where there were irrecon-
cilable statements, it became necessary to fix on some ground
on which both parties could unite, as a basis—as a point from
which to start, Well, this ground he found here. It was
admitfed on all bands, and it would not be disputed by any
one, that the territory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande
did once lawfully and indisputably belong to Mexico. No
one he apprehended would dispute that, Here then was
ground on which to stand, and from which we may reason with
mclwlhaulnhmofd&uprty. Taking then this asthe

of the argument—that Mexico once indisputably owned
that territory—ihe next question which arose was, Did Texas
subeequeptly become the owner of that territory, and how did
she become possessed of it? Such a gnlliuu was proved by
existing documents to be untrue. Mr, » our Chargé
d’Affaires to Temas, ph:l.” i?' one of hi(i};w‘mct}t:u the n;m
westerly point occu by Texas was risti. The
most 'ﬂi,:ll; point, be it observed ; consequently the other
territory, if occupied at all, was occupied by Mexicans, The
published despatches of Gen. Taylor to this Government also
state that there was a Mexican custom-house and officers at
Brasos Santiago. How, then, did Texds become the owner of
that territory ?

It had been admitted here, and he presumed it would not
now be disputed, that originally Texas did not extend farther
west than the Nueces river. It was also admitted that the title
of 'I'exas exteoded as far as her jurisdiction, which, by her re-
bellion, she secured and exercised. But did Texas by her
rebellion against Mexican authority obtain and exercise juris-
diction over the territory lying between the Nueces and the
Rio Grande ? Did she extend her jurisdiction snd the limits
of her républic o as 1o embrace that territory * She claimed
Corpus Christi and no more.  Conseq
a day or two since by the gentleman from ia, (Mr.*Ste-
PHENS, ) it might be considered that the boundary was in the
great, the **stupendous desert,” as it had been called, over
which peither the Mexican nor the Texan Government had
extended jurisdiction. He contended—and the gentlemen op-
posite had not proved to the contrary—that Mexico poesessed
the valley of the Rio Grande, from its mouth to its source,
It was occtipied by Mexican citizens ; it was in their indispu-
table possession. Who would doubt that ? If any ventured
to do #0 he had the documents before him, from which he
could prove his position to be based on truth. If, then, Mex-
ico was in possession of that territory, he asked what right had
Texas to claim it *

It bad been said—and it was frequently reiterated by thead-
vocates of the President and of the warse—that the boundary
of Louisiane formerly extended over that territory., This,
bowever, was a position which, he believed, had been aban-
doned ; for, if Louisiana did once extend so far, it afterwards
unquestionably belonged to Mexico, and was known as the
Department of Tamaulipas, He repeated the inquiry, then,
what right had Texas to it *

It had been aseerted by some gentlemen on this floor that
the constitution of the republit of Texas claimed all the ter-
ritary o the Rio Grande, and that the constitution of Texas,
after her annexation, reilerated the same claim. For the ben-
efit of the gentlemen who had made such assertions he would
remark that he had thme coustitutions before him, and he
could find nothing of the kind in either of them. Neither of
those constitutions claimed the Rio Grande as the bonudary
line. ‘There was an act, or declaration, that the Rio Grande
shonld be the line of boundary betwoen Mexico and Texas.
A declaration !  And bere let him inquire if it was this dee-
laration thal gave Texas the right to that country, or was the
right possessed before *  The declaration most sssuredly could
give no right.  If, therefore, Texas had ithe right, she had it

cial affairs of the country ; but it is not to be forgotten that
there is another. party whose agenta we are, the tax-paying
people who must foot the bills, and who have a right to know
the truth and the whole trath—to know how, by whom, and
for what their money is expended. He felt bound to say, that
from the nature and uncertainty of the facts from which many
of the opinipns he had stated are deduced, he could not rely
with entire confidence in the correctness of all his conclusions ;
but they were nevertheless conclusions he coull mot avoid
coming to. He sincerely hoped, for the sake of the country,
that his caleulations were as much above the future wants of
the Government as, the past estimates of the Executive are
now known to have been below them.

Mr. LIGON next obtained the floor, and addressed the
eommittee at length mainly on thesubject of internal improve-
ménts by the General Government, a policy to which he ex-
pressed his decided tion.
mittee rose and the House adjourned.

Wenxusnar, Fennvany 0, 1848,

On motion of Mr. COBB, of Georgia, the House resplvéd
itsell into Commitsee of the Whole on the state of the Inion,
(Mr. Borrs in the chair,) and proceeded to the cousidera-
tion of the bill to authorize a loan not o exceed the sum of
$18,500,000.

Mr. FISHER, who was entitled to the floor from last even-
ing, addressed the committee. Thera was a bill now before
the committee (he said) anthorizing the President of the Uni-
ted States to borrow some cighteen
sand dollars. It became them all 1o inquire what is the cause
of this ditficulty, and of the Government being involved to
the extent that renders it necessary to ark for a loan of that
amount ’ [t was y for the p to know what in-
duced this state of things—whether wo are really just, and
whether we have come into our present condition in an hon-
orable and fair manner. His colleague (Mr. Vixrox) the
other day had shown clearly that it was the object of the Ad-
ministration to concesl all the measures it contemplated from
the citizens of the United States—to conceal the real situation
and coudition of public affairs from the people, who have the
right to know. He (Mr. V.) had shown clearly that the
Administration aver-estimated in the one case and under-esti-
mated in the other—over-estimated the income of the Govern-
ment, and under-estimated its expenditures ; and by that
means had fallsn short *hy the sum now wsked to defray the
expenditures of the present fiscal year. He must say here in
his place (and he desired to speak candidly on this subject)
that it had been the policy of this Administration, from the
commencement of this war to the present time, to keep the

in ignorance of the true causes of this war, and of the
real condition of this country as affected by the war.

It certainly was a fact that the present war could not be
justified upon any sound ples of ressom or justice ; the
course we had purwued could nnlhe‘]uniﬂpd by & statement of
facts or fair argument : consequently, the President, in his
messages, was driven 1o the necessity of making vlatements
that were utterly untrue. Hiwadvocates also, who were driven
to the necessity cither of abandoning the President or sup-
porting him in his false position —wha could not the
course of the Administration by truth and matter of were
obliged 1o do it (if it was done at all) by making statements
which were entirely untrne, for which there was no founda-
tion, and by using argumgnin which were cither ufterly vn-
sound and fallscions or foreign to the subject. This might
seem (o be o strong position, but it was no stronger than

. the truth,

tml: :::mo ;m ml?ém form:j;: to traca out all the un-
the opposite s
‘When he said their statements’ were nb:tmn. he did notpwm
to be understood as saying that they had actaally lied. They
might have made these statements through ignorance ; for
what he knew, they might have been ignorant of the fact,
and, if they were ignorant of the fact, of course it could not
be atiributed to them an a lie. Be that as it might, it was
their duty fo know betfer : and wherever knowledge was a
duly, ignorance was & crime.  Whatever it was the duty of
u man to know, he did know, in the estimation of ihe laws
both of God and man, and was held responsiblo for his ncts.
Comsequently, the Administration and its advocstes placed
themselves in a position unenvisble indeed. Their state-
ments, their argumen's, their sssertions wero lto
;:d'hdinlhcnuinutllﬂy mlh Iorlrhlhhw-yof
country ; | wore to "
T e e ot
ow, in order to argue this question fairly, (for he meant to
direct his attention plnrirlf:{hm the subject S-f the war,) or
to argue ahy other question fairly, it was positively necessary

‘When he concluded the com-'

milions five hundred thou-'

that- | that Mex

Bhe claimed but she hind not

before the declaration was made. Had she that right 7 There
was no claim of right, exeept that Santa Anna had made some
sort of a trealy or bargain, by which Texas acquired the right
‘0 the territory extending to the Rio Grande. This claim,
however, he belicved, had been abandoned ; for Texas had no
valid claim in consequence of the contrect with Santa Anna.
Santa Anna had no over that tlerritory mo-e than
was possessed by any other commanding ; and if he
had, he was a prisoner at the time the eaty was made. Sa-
tan, on the mount with the Saviour of the world, promised
the Redeemer all the kingdoms of the earth if he would fall
down and worship him ; but He promised that which he did
not possess. And so it was with Santa Anna : for he had not
the right to give a foot of land in that territory. Thus, then,
it appeared that the claim of Texas was based on her own
declaration. Now, if a declaration will give title, what would
prevent every member on this floor having as much land as he
chose ! It was very certain that Mexico exercised jurisdiction
over that territory, and it was equally as certain that Texas
could get it only by one of two ways—conquest or treaty.
Well, did Texas conquer that territory ! Every one present
knew she did not, although it had, he belioved, been said by
some gentlemen that her forces had been driven to the oppo-
site side of the river. If this were ‘s0 on one or two ocea-
sions, did the people who oecupied that territory rebel with
the Texans, or were they kept in obedience to Texan au”
thority 7 'Why, years after events occurred they found
the individuals residing there paying cbedience to the laws of
Mexico, whoee authority extendsd up the river to Santa Fo
and if a right existed to a foot of land at the mouth of the river,
the right extended to its source.

If the principle for which gentlemen had con on this
floor were once established in our Government, it would be
the estnblishment of a principle which would affect
our own interests, for instanco, that Texas should
rebel against the Uni mtes, . Toxas in now a State of this
Union, s sho was once a State of Mexico, and she might re-
bel against our authority and proclaim hersell independ,
Now, if she should do so, and should declare that the Missis-
sippi river was the boundary between us, wouhl that deelara-
tion establish the boundary at that river * Suppose a few of
the inhabitants residing on the eastern bank of the Sabine
should unite with the Texans in their rebellion, and join in
such a declaration that the Mississippi, from its mouth fo its
source, was the boundary, would the fact be any better ehtab-
lished * Not at all. Nor was the principle laid down by the
President of the United States and hissupporiers less absurd ;
uny more, it would be subversive of all law, of all reason, and
of common sense, and it would uitimately prove destructive to
our own Government. The position of the President and his
advocates was so palpably absurd that he would venture Lo re-
state it, for it reiteration would render argument nseless. It
wan this : If Texas shoukl rebel agninst this Government, de-
clare the Mississippi to be her boundary, and maintain her

nine years, as a matter of course Texns would
have the right to the western bank of that river, from its mouth
to ite source, including St Louis and all.  Thus, it wonld be
woen that, by establishing the principle for which the Presi-
dent contended, we might do that which would prove de-
structive 1o ourselves. South i in the event of sye-
consful nullification, might thus have elaimed to the Potomac,
or wherever else she plessed ; and because she claimed it, ne-
cording to the doctrine of the President and his supporters,
she would have been entitled to it

Well, then, such being the facts, it was apparent Texas had
not conquered the territory in the valley of the Rio Grande.
i it Was there, then,
any thing done to justify the marching of our army to the Rio

7 Was there any evidence of af invasion
of Texas by a Mexican force ! It had been roundly assertel
by some gentlenign, over and over again, that the President
of Mexico had ordered the Mexican to the eastern hank
of the Rio Grande. Well, what was done there °  And who
commanded ’  The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Ronvxsox)
stated that Ampudia, with tHe forces under his command,
crossed (he river and strack the firdt blow, and that American
blood was spilt there. Unfortunately forthe gentlemen whogave

 utterance to such statements, they wers not fonndein truth,

and were not
the

of proof. 1f gentlemen would trace
of that aflair they would find not the least evidence
ever struck the first blow, ot any blow, antil af-
ter aggressions had been made by troopsof these 1nited States.
What was the history of those tranenctions * .
was ordered to the Rio Grande by the President of the United
States, and when he arrived there Mexican eitizons
before him. Having arrived there, he blockaded the
of the Rio Grande, and then wrote to the President

t it must be so to the mind of every |

y, 88 had been said | trary

United States, informing

that Mexico would have either to retreat or to ¢« over an
fight him. From this she had no escape ; she Lad no alter-
native but an inglorious retreat or a battle. Now, he would

But, previous to the atlack made on Capt. Thorn-
ton and his command, ciders had beéh given to Lieut. Porter
and others to scour the # Pursuant to these orders,
asstated by Gen. Taylor in one of his letters, a Mexican camp
was discovered, mnllianlm:du made to drive them away
In this affair two men were killed, This was before the at-
tack on Uapt. Thornton. was no evidence who struck

the first blow. The statement was that an attack was made,’
but it was not saill by w that unfortunate aflair was com-
menced. In the affair.of Thoraton it appeared that the
Mexicans were drawn up that he charged them.

But to return to the march of our army ; and, for fqﬂur
illustration, suppose that T'exas, having mlilu-od herindepen-
dence of us for nine years, should annex hersellto the Mexican
republic, and that the Mexican Government should send her
armies to the eastern bink of the Sabine, or opposits New
Orleans, as our President sent our armies to the Rio Grande
to take up a position oppesite Malamoros ~for the cuses were
Fstriotly analogous. He chalenged gentlemen to show him
any defect in the analogy. Well, suppose, as Mexican
army approached New Otleans, the citizens of Louisiana
should ﬂy betore it, and the Mesican General should blockade
the Mp&i river, so 88 to compel the American forces that
might be in New Orleans either to go back or come over and
fight him, would not this be cause of war?

Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, inquired® whether the Rio
Grande was not blockaded by General Taylor on his own
suthority *

*Mr. FISHER replied that he was establishing the fact and
its inevitable wnsequenoek:nﬂ that was all sufficient for this
portion of his argument; but, by whomsoever it was doue, it
had been subsequently sanctioned and approved by the Presi-
dent of the United States. His purpose now was to show
that we comme the war with Mexico. If, then, the
Mexican Gieneral should-blockade the Mississippi river, as our
General blockaded the Rio Grande, he asked the advocstes of
the President snd of the war whether it would not be an ag.
E:l-mn' on the part of Mexico which would be cause of war !

he gentleman opposite said it was no aggression on our part
to do this on the Rio Grande ; and if they were consistent,
and adhered to the principle they sought to establish, they
must yield as much to Mexico in the case he had imagined, if
she should biockade the Missi Thus he had sustained
his premises that the principle of the President, if establish-
ed, would be destructive of our own rights and interests. If
the Texan title should be acquiesced in because she had de-
clared the territory was hers, although she had never subdued
it—if it was to be treated a5 hers because she claimed it by a
law of her own enactment, he again asserted that this would
be to subvert all rights to teriitory, and common sense also.

But ogain: it bad been said ,I:{‘; gentlemen opposite that
from 1843 neither the military of Mexico nor her civil officers
had ever been on the eastern bauk of the Rio Grande, bat that
those of Texas hal. Now, precisely the reverse of this was
thetruth., No Texan ever made n tour to the eastern bank of
the Rio Grande without being either captured or killed. How,
then, could it be maintained that ‘Texas had conquered or re-
volutionized that territory * It was neither conguered nor re-
volutionized, and therefore Texas had no right to it, and
could not justly claim it. - It belonged to its original owners.
There were four ways by which territory could be acquired.
First, by discovery; secondly, by occupation ; thirdly, by con-
quest ; and fourthly, by purchase. - Well, then, as Mexico
bad an undisputed right to this territory, T'exas of course had
no right to it, and consequently it could not be claimed as
American oil. It was also shown to be untrue that in this
war Mexico struck the first blow. 'We have proof to the con-
It was demonstrable that we were the aggressors. The
documents to which gentlemen opposite had access did not sus-
tnin the position they bad assumed.

But the advocates of this war took other ground. They
maintain that our elaim for indemnity for spoliations on the
commerce of our citizens was justifiable cause of war. But
did they mean to contend that the war was commenced for
the purpose of obtaining indemnity from Mexico? Why,
this would be an admission thut the President commenced the
war, The spolistions on our commerce by Mexico were not
acts of recent date ; what right, then, had the President to

what he had dor  and statine ' forefuthers ngage .in our revolutionary l"mle? And yet

al Uus early period of the history of this republic its Presi-
dent dissvowed that principle as a governing one for the Mex-
ican i and he sought to subdue them and to bring them
into 10 us and to our laws.  Such was not the cha~
racter of bis (Mr. F.'s) demoeracy, He claimed for other
nations, a8 well ns for our own, the right to establish either
an aristoctacy, or an anarchy. If other na-
tions are sul ve to a despotism, it is no business of
ours. It gives us no right to interfere with them, and the ex»
ercise of such a power, he sgain asserted, could not be cou-
sistont with our own institutions.

The President now told us that the whole objec’ of the war
was to oblain indemnity. That was the pvowed object of this
war. ‘I'be President claims indemnity not only for spoliations
on the property of our citizens, but for the expenses of this
war. Now, where were they o stop ! He again appealed
to the House—to every member of it, us a patriot jealous of
the honor of his country—to aid in putting a 1o this war.
If we proceed with the war on this principle the result was
obvious, It was evidently the determination of the President
to subdue the whole of Mexico and annex it to the United
States ; and this he (Mr.«F.) would endeavor to prevent as
as e had the power. Could this be done? Gentlemen
pposite had ssked what were our terigs of peace ; and to

e

dent to enable him to prosecute the war. Yes; the bill called
fifty thousand of our fellow-citizens from their peaceful homes,
and sent them Lo encounter the horrors and dangers of a dead-
ly climate,andall in erder to earry on an unjust, unnecessary, and
unconstitutional war ! Now, if gentlemen knew the war to be
thus unjust ; if they believed it to be unnecessary, and, .to
crown all, in contruvention of (he coustitution, why did they
vole for the bill ?

They somplained that they were forced to vote that the war
was begun by Mexico, though they knew better, though they
knew that it was in fact begun by ourselves.  Well ; if they
knew that, why did they vole to prosecute the war}  They
might be foreed to vole for the amendments if they voted for
the bill, but who could foree them to vole 1o carry on a war
that was unnecessary, unjust, and vnconstitutional ? How
far hud the war plocudld when that bill was passed *  As
| far us the House knew our army was encamped on the left
| bank of the Rio Grande, and the Mexican srmy on the
I other bank, direetly opposite. Some of these lmupmdm

ed, and some American soldiers had been sliin.  Did a state
of things like that call for so vast an expenditure *  Althmugh
Mr. T, professed to be a friend and supporter of the present
Administration, he never had nnﬂaiuql. and he trusted he
never should, so much 1y Administration as to
vote ten millions of dollars and fifty th | men to aid itin

£

question be answered that h» would peace now pre-
as he huomadepuumn-furthbw&rmp -
e would claim fothing on ont of the exp of the
ar; and Wence he held that we were entitled to nothing
t we had po cloim to before the commencement of hostili-
He would, in the next place, seek to establish a boun-
line between th# two republics, and that line he believed
be in the ‘‘stupendous desert’ beyond the Nueces.
e would then seciire indemnity for our citizens for the losses
thay had sustuined ; and this was all he would desire, and it
was all we should expect the Mexican Government to consent
to. We should remember that, by waging an unjust war, by
tending for unreasonable indemnities, we were ing
¢ own nation. Some gentlemen who had preceded him had
well said that injustice and unrighteousness were not eonsistent
with national honor. 8o far as bravery in battle and the suc-
eoss of our arms was concerned, we have gained great honor
in an onjust war ; bul, at the same lime, we have been tar-
nishing the national honor at homé#® And how shall we: re-
deem ourselves from the stain ?  The first step should be to
stop this unjust war. Asa nation we must be just, for we
read in the inspired volume that **righteousness exalteth a
nation, but sin is o reproach to any people.”

The Chairman’s h here 1 the termination
of the gentleman’s hour, and he yielded the floor; for which
there wore many competitors.

Mr. THOMAS, of Tennessee, referred to the variety of
subjects which had already been discussed during the pen-
dency of this bill, in justification of the course of temark which
he should take, A call had been made npon the President
for the inst 18 given to Mr. Slidell ; compliance with that
call had been Yefused, and now we heard the course of the
President denodnced s throwing himself on his * royal pre-
rogative” in w ing information. But the House had
been passing ution after resolution since that time asking
information of the President, ““if in his opinion it is not in-
compatible with the public interests to be communicated.”
Thus the very epurse of the House staod out a clear justifica-
tion of the Presifent.

Bat on this point he would refer to some of the views enter-
tained by men who knew more'of the spitit of the constitution
than he professed to know. He would first _rud from a record
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made by Mr, Jefferson of the It of President
Washington's Cabinet, dated March 31, 1792 :
“ Mancn Tag Sist, 1792.—A meeting at the President’s:

present Thomas Jeffersou, Alexander Hamilton, Henry Knox,
and Edmupd Randolph. The sabject wus the resolution of
the House of Representatives, of March 27, to appoint a com-
mittee to inguire into the causes of the failure of the late ex-
pedition under Major General St. Clair, with the power to
eall for such 8, papers, and records /s may be neeessary
to assist their inquiries.  The committee hnd written to Knox
tor the original letters, instructions, &e. The President had
ealled us (o consult mevely becsuse it was the first example,
and he wished that, 8o far us it should L a precedent, it
should be rightly. eonducted.  He neither seknowledged nor
desired, nor even doubted the propriety of what the House
were doing, for he had not thought upon it, nor was acquaint-
ed with subjects of this kind ; he eoulil readily eonceive there

make war for indemnities ? This position was an aggr
rather than a justification of Lhe act of the President.

But again : gentlemen said Mr. Slidell was rejected, and
hence we had canse of war. But weuld it be pretended that
the President had the right to commence war because Mexico
rejeeted Mr, Slidell ?  T'he idea was preposterous. If, how-
ever, the President had acted in good faith, Mr. Slidell would
not have been rejected, and he believed war would not have
ensued. Mexico asked for a commissioner tosettle the Jiffi-
culties existing between the two Governments, and our Pre-
sident sent a minister plenipotentiary to reside there, and
Mexico refused to receive him in that character, ns she had
the right to do.  Herrera and Paredes both asked for a com-
missioner, which our President refused to send. Subsequently,
however, he sent Mr. Trist as o commissioner, when we were
involved in a war, from all the horrors of which we might
have been d il a commissioner had been sent in the first
{nstance. 1

But the President now tells vs he has offered them liberal
terms of peace. But what are those terms ’ They knew
nothing about them. The President would not communicate
to Cot gress the orders given to Mr. Slidell, nor what amount
of money Mr. T'rist was suthorized to pay for the ternitory
which be was instructed to demand. How, then, could they
tell whether the terms were liberal or otherwise ! He be-
lieved if the President had offered Mexico just and fair terms
of peace, that he could have obtained it ; but he had not done
#0, and Mexico would not make peace because the terms of-
fered were such ss no h ble nation could submit to. There
was not & doubt on his mind that the object of the Adminis-
tration was the conquest of the whaole of Mexico; and be-
lieving as he did on this subject, and as he thought every gen-
tleman must believe who looked at the facis free from party
influences, that the war was commenced on our part—
that if wecarry it on to the conquest of the whole of Mexico, it
will prove destructivg to our own Government—he asked what
they were to do as honorable men and as patriots in such a
case ! If the war was commenced unjustly, and to carry it
on would result in adding Mexico tothese United States, which
would be destructive of qur republican institutions, what was
their duty as patriots in this crisis ’ Why, evidently as far
a8 in their power luy it was their duty, by some means, to
stop this atrocious war. As just men and os patriots they
must do this. * From the discharge of this duty they had no
escape but in wrong doing.

But some gentlemen had argued that the war was constitu-
tionally made, and yet they contended that the President had
no constitutional power to invade the territory of a neighboring
nation. He had power to invasion and to suppress in-
surrection, but he had no right to send an army among the
citizons of Mexico on the Rio Grande. Nor was there any
evidence that Mexico con an invasion. Some gen-
tiemen had asserted that Mexico had collectad troops in great
numbers—to the number of seven thousand—previous to that
t'me, on the western bank of the Rio Grande, with the avowed
intention to invade and reconquor Texas ; and that they were
stationed at Matamoros.  Of this there was no evidence. The
sssumption was unsustained ; nay, the proof established the
contrary to be the truth. There was no collection of troops
more than wore onlinarily there, before Gen. Taylor was or-
dered to the Rio Grande. General Taylor told the President
that there were scarcely two thousand troops at Matamoros,
and that there was no probability of an attsck.  The President
100 told them that the two nations were at that time at pence,
the distarbance of which must have been anticipated as a con-
sequence of the marching of our troops to the Rio Grande.
And what was the condition of things in relstion to Texns as
a republic ' Mexico on her part, and Mr. Jones, the Presi-
dent of Texas, suspended hostilities, and they were not re-
commenced until we marched our troops in her territory,  As
toany protection which Texas required, she had it’while our
army waa stationed at Corpus Christi. Peace then existed,
but our President broke it, sand peace was not asked for now
because prace was not designed or desirod by the President.
No one could read the despatches sent to Gen, Taylor without
coming to the conclusion that the deliborate design was to in-
volve us in a war with Mexico. The President hastily pushed
on our undor the protence that Mexico was raising
forees ; but Taylor, in his iarly mild manner, (okl
the President that he was mi that there was no
colloction of troops—that there was no necessity for warlike
demonstrations—that there was no danger. ‘The President
nevertheless urged on our troops with the evident determina-
tion to involve the two nations ip deadly hostilities.

Bat the President told us in his message of 1845, in addi-
tion to the evidence already spoken of, that, when our army
was ol Corpus Chisti, it was on the western frontier of Texan.
He told us in that same message that our army was on the
eastern frontier sof Mexico. ‘I'here was, then, no claim to
that portion of Mexican territory ; but now that alone was
not suflizient ; for the whole of Mexico was to be subdued,
and brought unwillingly into this Union.  And this he could
not but regard as the height of . It was most an-
suredly not ieanism. And what would be the effect on
ourselves ! xicans would not quietly yield themselves to
our Government on the one hand, and, on the other, the same
spirit which would bring them amongst usagainst their inelina-
tion would be to the liborty of our own citizens. It
might attempt 1o establish o despotism over us. [t was the same
spirit which actoated de of the old world, snd caused the
many martyrdoms of good and great men, whose butchories
stained the of history. Let the principle be tolerated
and esta amongst us that other nations must be sab-
dued to our dominion, and our own liberties will not be safe.
And on what pretence was it that we should other
Stiates and annex them to ourselves ! It been said that
we must give them the benefil of free utions, It was,
then, because we considered our Government better than
theirs.  Bot was it the province of this repablic to force its
lkri:idwm other nations ' Had ':-l*dh:l‘lld for man-

the right to govern themselves a might
enact for their own government ’  For what hlll:h'yclﬁont

=

might be pn‘vrl of 30 secret & nature as Ihry'nusht not to be
given up, e were not prepared, and wished time o think
uud inguire,

“ Arnin 24 —Met aguin at the President's on the same sub-
jeet.  We had all eonsidered and were of one mind, first, that
the House wab an inquest, and therefore might institute in-
3:1“‘"."; sceondly, thut it might eull for papers gencrally ;

irdly, that the Exeeutive ought to communicate sach papers
as the publie would permit, and ought to reluss thuse the
diselosure of which would injure the public ; consequently were
to execreise & on, "

He alluded to the mes:uge of General Washington in 1796
upon this sulject, to which so frequent reference had recently
been made. A of this message, he said, was wholly dis-
approved of by Republican party of that day, led on by
Giles and Madison. Mr. Madison made an able argument,
which was reported at length, against the message of General

carrying on an unjust, unnecessary, and unconstititional war,
| According to these gentlemen, the war was all wrong, wrong
{ from the start, begun by trampling on the constitutiop. When
| our troops were sluin they were in the territories of a friendly
|-neighbor, where they had no right to be : and yet these gen-

:Inmun voted to give the President ull he asked ; and what
or tl

Mr. T. and his friends believed that the war had been be-
gun by Mexico ; and if so, then both men and money ought
1o bie voted; and voted freely, to earry it on. But how could
gentlemen ever pretend to justify themselves, who believed, as
they said, directly the reverse *  Mr, T'. maintained that the
troops when encamped on the Rio Grande were just whese
they ought to have been : and therefore us Mexico had at-
tacked them there, and so commenced the war, he held very
consistently that the House were as much bound to vote for
carrying on the war now as they were at first,

But genilemen waid they voted the bill not to carry on the
war, but merely in'order to relieve Gen, Taylor., The excuse
was frivolous—the answer perfectly nugatory. They knew
perfectly that before the men they were voling could possibly
reach Gen. Tuylor, his tale would have been sealed. That
vote could not affect his satety or avail 10 deliver him from
the greatest danger. He was three thousand miles off : who
could pretend that he voted in the hopethat relief would reach
him, in consequence of that vole, in time to effect his reseve”
It was vain to pretend it. They voted the bill thon not to
extricate Gen. Tuylor, Should information reach the House
to-day that the President of the United States had ordered an
army ncrosa the 8t Lawrence into Canada, and that our

and his command were in imminent danger of being
cut to pieces : they were one thousand miles off, in the inte-
rior of the country . dnd the President, while communicating
these facts to Congress, should ask for millions of money and
thousands of men to go to the rescoe, who would vote such &
bill ? Who would not instantly ask, ** why is our army in
Canada ! what right have they to be there ' And no gen-
tleman would rise snd say they had any right. But when
the supply bill passed at the ment of this war, no-
body on the other side mised such-an objection, but they
voted the men and the money for the war  Now they pre-
tended ibat it was only to relieve Gen. Taylor.

And now on the subject of the boundary of Texas. It had
been said here, time and again, and he believed it was gen-
erally admitted, that the right of Texas was a revolutionary
sight, ‘and that just so far as the 1evolution actoally extended
just o far and no farther her right to the territory extended
with it.  Waell; tuke the question on that ground, Every
one koew that, when a revolution prevailed in any country
against the previously existing government, it was not a pos-
possible thing to bound the extent of the revalution by precise
lines, as a land surveyor would run the bounds of an estate
+with compass and chain. [t was not practicable to tell within
a rood just how far it could with truth be said that the revolu-
tion bad spread itself. Now it was important, in order to come
at this point, to lock and see where the contending parties
themselves considered the dividing line as ranning.  When
the declaration of independence was made by Texas in 1836,
she had not precisely defined any boundwry. Butsubsequent
events went to fix it. Afier the bautle of S8an Jacioto had
been fought, and President Santa Anna captured, a treaty,
or something which bore the name, (whetber it was strictly a
(reaty or not he should not argue,) was entered into ; and,
though it might not be of binding power, still it went 1o show
how the parties on both sides understood the boundary between
them. Here were the representatives of the two countries
met in one place, and they sat down to settle upon the line.
On what did they agree, andlwhat did claim from cach
other * Texas claimed to the Rio while Mexico
claimed up to the Sabine. There was the issue : and this
showed what was the matter in dispute.  If the treaty had no
other effect, it served 10 let Mexico know what Tgxas clnimed.
[n 1843 an armistice took place, and in 1845 a second ; the
respective parties retired for the purpese of negotiating. The
Mexicans went west of the Rio Grande, while the Texans

Washington. But be did not say a single word against the
ition which was quated by President Polk from General

ashington's message. - On the contrary, Mr. Madison, who 1
was then heading the opposition to President Washington,
used the following | ge, clearly g Mr. Polk i.n‘

the position he bad taken. In the House of Representatives, I
Apnl 6, 1796, Mr. Manisox said :

.8 Hltbﬂlﬂ! it clear that the House must have a right in all
eases toask for intormation which ruight assist their delibera-
tions on subjeets submitted to them by the constitution § being
re nevertheless for the propriety of the measure. He
was a8 rendy 1o admit that the Kxecutive hail a right, ynder a
due bility, also to withhold information when of &
that did wot permit a disclosure of it at the time. And if the
refusal of the President had been founded firmly on & repre-
sentation that the state of the business within his department
and the contents of the papers asked for required it, altho
hie might have regretted the refusal, he should have been lit
disposed to eriticise it.”

Again he says :

“If the Executive concelves that, in relation to his own de-

partmest, s eould not be sfely communicated, he might
on that ground refuse, them, because he was the nt
though responsible judge within his own department.”

Her, then, we had the ity of Washington and Madi-

son susaining the course of Mr. Polk. Me. Jeflorson, Mr.
Monroe, Gen. Jacks n, and other high authorities could be
brought forward on this side, and not a single one could be
found lo the contrary.

Mr. T, referred to the effort that had been made by refer- |
ence o the course of Mr. Polk upon the call upon President |
Adams for information relative to ‘the Panama Mission, to
conviel him (Mr. Polk) of inconsistency in now declining to
communicate all the information demanded by the House, and
he entered into a minote examination of that case, with a view
to the complete vindication of Mr, Polk. He maintained that
the dogtrine the fricnds df the President advocated on the sub-
joct had been the doctrine of all parties since the foundation of
the Government ; and he relorred to Judge Story and other
elementary writers on the constitution, all of whom, be said,
went # far as to say that the Houase of Representatives had

| were certain peaceful Mexican settfements.

no right to demand information of the President upon any
subject in relation to our foreign wifairs, but could go no |
farther than to request it.  They held that this was the whole
right of the House. ‘
Mr. Tuoxas said it was all important to look atthe |
history of this war, to see how far it had progreseed, what
sums it had cost, and, what was of far more consequence,
what &y amount of human life had been expended in it pro-
[ I'he gentleman on the other side, after contemplat- |

ing the whole affair, came to the conclusion ‘hat it was wrong, |

all wrong, and that all this vast amount of evil had been in-

curred in the prosecution of an unjust, unnecessary, and un- |

constitutional war. If that gentleman was in the right as to
the character of the war, and the unc m in
which it had been commenced, then he wad right in maintain-
ing that we ought 1o recall our troops, and make a treaty with
Mexico on precisely the same basis we had offered at the be
ginning § but, if his principle was right thus far, it ought to
have carried him further.  If we had gone to war with Mexi-
co unjustly, we owed her reparation.  If all out war had been
8 wanton aggression on her rights and invasion of her territo-

ry, most certainly it was our duty to make her amends as best | though

wo might. Why did he stop short of the manifest require-
ments of justice ! I"he gentleman discoursed very eloquently
sbout the principles of honor and justice, and ho drew even
from the good book itself in support of them ; but, had he con-
sulted that volume, he might have found about making resto-
ation fourfold,

Bol let us examine the basis on which the charge against
the Administration rested. The gentleman would have the
world believe that all the evils of this state of war had been
brought upon the country by the y and fito-
tional mareh of our army to the banks of the Rio Grande.
Now, it seemed to Mr, T. that, if gentlemen who brought
thin charge would but look back a little, they woull find that
they were placing their own friends in a rather awkward pro-
dieament.

On the 1ith of May, 1846, when this House were engaged
in discassing the ne measuroa to be taken in prepara-
tion for & possible war with England, an Executive message
came into the House stating that war existed on the banks of
the Rio Gramde.  An amendment was accordingly introduced
declaring thatthe war existed by tho actof Mexico. Thisamend-
ment was ¥oled by the House—a majority of the Tennesses
delegation thaaflirmative. And aftorwarde, when the
bill was introduced granting supplies in men and mooey, though
many gentlemen on the other side maintainel stoutly that the
amendment a lie, and that they were compelled to
vote what they did not believe, yet all of them, with the ex-
ception of voted in favor of the bill, Now admitting,
for argament sake, that what they sahd was true, and the
amendment the war to exist by the act of Mexico

went (o the east side of it. In June, 1844, an effort was
made by Mexico, under Gen. Woll, 1o reconquer Texas ; and
the invading general then issued a proclamation, in which he
spoke of Texas as a revolled province of Mexico, That re-
vilted province, whatever its boundaries were, was the Texas
which we annexed to the United States. [Here Mr. T. quoted
the proclimmion of Gen. Woll, and argued, from the lan.
guage he employed, that be regarded the Rio Grande as the
boundary of the revolted province he had been sent to re-
canquer. ]

But it was said that, on the banksof the Rio Grande, there
Well ; so there
were. DBut what then ?  As he bad already #uid, in fixing
the great boands and limits which separated different coun-
tries, it was impossible to bend the line hither and thither 1o
meet the little local conveniences of different neighborhoods.
It was not possible to bound the extent of revoluti

i

but Mr.

on Gen,

T.munnkdl that this was a false construction pué
Taylor's language ; which, on the contrary, eXpress-
odhilhighnrpvhda.nl’ndl step. On the l#th of Ja-
nuary he the Department that he did not think the ad-
vance of the army would be seriously resisted ; he spoke of
:}1‘:!4:1; " m:; "Fh.'” and thought there would be no need
ierensing his by vol 4
Nu;lild gr:wull)_r ret::lign zl.l:ot.uw"’ ey mm e
OW, lel any one compare the language of geatlemen on
:‘:l o::e: :hkk-rm_ wg?l_nl 10 the President of the Uniled States
hiefinin w they consi themsel ”
i.nlun monopoly to exm. V- Gt
© Went on to quote from letters writlen by Gen. T, on the
151h and 214t u!' Apnl, afier he lLad )‘!leblz:l I:I:rinr, and
was encamped immediately opposite Matamoros, Here he
spoke of our right to 4 Joiut navigation of the river, and the
mecessity, under certain circumstunces, of * ear the war,
as it should be carried, into the enemy's cogn He call-
ed for five thousand men, expressly for the purpose of march-

ing into Mexico, Now he presumed Gen, T, knew as well
:; any a’;;n ‘;.hathar the war wes begun by Mexico or by the

The President of the United States on the 1 1th
the war had been commenced by Mexico, and H&:ﬂ‘::
clared the same thing. On the 11th of March the Mexican
minister, in his letter Yo our Government, declured that Mex~
ico had used all efforts in her power 1o avoid the war, but it
had been provoked on our part. A gendeman on the other
side of the House, speaking the other day, bad made the sams
stalement. The Mexican minister used the term #* provoked,™
#0 did gentlemen here, There scemed an entire agmme;n
between their language and that of the Mexicans, Now, it
might be that Mr. T'."s partiality for his own country blinded
his perceptions of truth,’ but certain it was that he should not
like to be found thus agreeing with the enemies of his country. ~
Now, to see how far Gen. Taylor agreed with his enthusiastic
admirers on this floor, he would read from a despatch of his,
dated the 8th of May, in which, speaking of his answer to the
Mexican request for an armistice, he tells Arista that cir-

mistances have changed, and that he could not now ml‘peml
80 operation which ¢ he ;mdﬂolim'licudarprow&d.‘

r. 'T'. would leave the gentlemen on the other side to sct-
e this difference in sentiment bétween themselves and the
Mexican minister on the one side and Gen. Taylor on the
other. Which was right 7 Both could not be. Here were
the President of the United Btates and General Taylor on the
one side and & Whig majority of the House of Representatives
on the other, He contended that these gentlemen had by their
acts admitted before the world that Gen. Taylor was in the
right. If not, then they were chargeable with all the conse-
quences, of the war. They had voted men and

own country, neible the President might
they had gone further m"ﬁb ok
the Rio Grande; they had carried it to the gates of Mexico.
All the thousand miseries which had been endured, ull the
thousand scenes of wo which had since occurred were charge-
able on them. How many widow's wails and orphan’s cries
had gone up to Heaven ing against men who supplied
ull the means of carrying on an unjust and unnecessary war. *
Yes; these gentlemen had done it. They voted the supply
bill—but why ? They said the war was war of
invasion—a war of conquest—and still to carry it on.
Those on Mr. d''s side had bot ed as did their Revolu-
tionary sires when they believed their rights to be invaded.
They thought the war right and M”«m
were,

and not to be avoided by us withoat dishonor.
therefore, chargeable with no in ; but gentlemen
who said it was ““a lie” that Mexico begun the war, and yet
voted a bill which proceeded on that as how could
they escape the responsibility of all the waes which followed
in its train ?  For himself, he would rather have believed the
:':]uhood (if falsehood it was) than voted the bill while disbe-
eving it.
Mzr. T. here quoted the letter of the Secretary of War to
Gen: Taylor, in which he directed him, should
right of pavigating the Rio Grande be
not to a to enforce it by military
of the General was approved so far,
alone. But Gen. Taylor, instead i
bad ordered its mouth to be blockaded,
to Ampuodia warning him that the Mexican
withdraw from the river or cross it and
Now, gentlemen could scarce find
to censure the President for the ** fatal order” to
wrmy o the Rio Grande, and yet not a word of
Gen. Taylor, who bad ordered, on his sole responsibility,
river to be blockaded, and that agninst the President’s
Mr. T. here read a part of Gen. Taylor's letter to Ampudis,
in which he tells the Spaniard that the war has been ** forced
upon us.”  What would he have said could be have foreseen
the positions that would be taken by his own special admirers
on that floor > He was surprised that even a Mexican should
pretend that we begnn the war. How would he have hung
his head to think that Americans and American legislators
nhuuhldhe found standing with the bragging and swift-running
Ampudia *, 3
Here the Chairman’s rod of fate fell with a hollow sound,
and Mr, T'. resumed his seat. ;
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FROM A CORRESFONDENT.
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“OUTRAGE AGAINST A SOVEREIGN STATE.

““"That the youngest State in the Union, who has questions
¢ before Congress deeply intéresting to her welfare, lauhl ‘be
* denied the privilege of baving representatives in the SBenate
“ of the United States to participate in its and
* that brought about by the Whig party, for the sake of their
* own miserable party purposes, is a gross and almost unpar-
¢ alleled outrage.”

80 speaks the ** Union" in its preface to a loiter annouc=
cing that lowa will not be represented in the Senate at this
session of Congress.  ** A gross and unparalicled outrage ™ to
do what? T do precisely what the Locofoco friends of the

lines gong in snd out, like the limits of a private m:?.'
In our own revolution there had been Tories who were
opposed to it, and Tory settlements where the flag of the
new Government was not suffered to float. There were
some who refused to- fight on either sile, and others who
fought to retain the established Government ; but did we
at the peace suriender these local spots in the general ac-
knowledgment of our national independence ! Had Great
Britain the face to ask that reservations should be made where-
ever u Tory neighborhood existed ! Besides, there was no
proot that these settled on the Rio Grande were Mexi-
can Tories to the Texan Government ; on the contrary, the
proclamation put forth by Canales spoke of them as being no-
toriously unfriendly to Mexico, and as having said that they
never would sabmit again to Mexican suthority. It might be
that they were non-combatants, and, on account of the too
near vicinity of the Mexican forces, were afraid to come out
and take open sides wilh Texas. But had any remonstrance
come up from them to Gen. Taylor showing that they were
Mexican st heart 7 “T'here might have been a fow isolated eases,
but none that evinced any thing like a concerted movement or
general action.  On these principles Mr. T. contended that,
in establishing a national boundary line, regand could not be
hadl to these jsolated : we must fix on great and i
nent nataral featares of the country, without attem to
suit the convenience of each particular neirhborhood.

Mr. T. wished to eall the attention of thie commiltes to the
manifest inconsistency of gentlemen who were opposed to this
war, ‘T'he course of the Administration, accordiog to them,
was wrong, only wrong, and that continvally. Nothing praise-
worthy was to be found. But when thes: same
came to 1peak of another individual, and one who had had no
little to do in carrying on the war, their lips could utter no-
thing but' praise. . Now, Mr. 1. had taken the pains € col.
lect from the reports of the general in command, (o gentleman
wha, for the most was no very enthusiastic friend of this
Administration—who eertainly knew something about the
facts in the case about which he was wriling, ) some sxtracts
which he woold rend to the commitiee. He commeneced with
a letter from General Taylor to the Department of
14, 1845 ; it was written from Corpus Christi, and it gave
the opinion that he should not.need volunteers 1o aid him in
the execution of the orders received. He read also from an-
other, dated Octaber 8, in which hastated that the pesople on
this side the river would not be averse to his march, and,
he considered Corpus Christi as n very point to
hold, he should huve preferred un advanced on the
river—Corpus Christi was ** too far from the " Now,
gentlemen on the other side warmly insisted that Corpus Chris-
ti was itself the frontier of Texas  Gen, y it seemed,
was of a very different opinion.  This view taken by General
Taylor was corroborated by that of Canales, who, writing from
Camargo, a small town immediately on the Rio del Norte, de-
clares it to be the ** northern frontier” of Mexieo, He nlso

d General Taylor as speaking of “ our title to the Rio

" He thought lllml Pm‘w Christi might do well

w0 far, but considered 1t to the expe-
why of advancing to the Rio Grande. o o 5

Now, gentlemen on the other side would all admit that
Gen. Taylor was nctuated by a regard for the good of his
eountry ; so he must have considered it for the good of this
country that sur army should be advanced to the left bank of
the Rio Grande, the very thing chargedas so grest an enormi-
z: the President.  Mr. T. next quoted amother letter of

. Taylor, in which he disclaims wll of taking
volantoers from the other States, and says that if any should
be needed he should deaw them from Texas, Now, what
had Gen, Taylor been l!‘l'!l there for 7 To obtain all the in-
formation in his power of the spot, and then to give to the

t his odvice as a mifitary man.  His next lotter ac-
knowledged the receipt of the order of the 18th of January,
(**the fatal order,”) and speaks about his the hanks
of the river, and being then able to judge of the temper of the
inhabitants of the nmlh;wha-d Mexieo ; but gave it
ns bin opinion that the on the river were well. disposed
toward o4, and that his advince 1o the river would have a

was false, still, be asked, what was the bill for’ To make
provision (0 earry on the war. It placed fifty thousand volun«

teers and len » of money at the disposition of the Presi-

great effect.
It had been contended that Gen. T , inoa subsequent
letter, withdeew this advice in favor of 1o the river ;

go nt editor did at the regular session of the Legisla~
ture—prevent the election of Senators. Their conduet is pros
perly characterized in this brief paragraph—if was “a grossand
unparalleled outrage,*planned and executed *‘for the sake
of their own miserable party purposes.” And yet the Exe-
cutive organ, now so filled with patriotic indignation, had not
a word to say then—neither censure nor rebuke escaped iL.
What are the facts > The Whigs had a majority in the
House, and, with the **independent Democrats,” a majority
om joint ballot.  Their opponents hold the Senate, and they
never agreed to meet the House in convention untll they
thought the candidates of their party would be elected to the
Scnate ; then they went into the joint meeting in accordance
with the resolution offered by & Whig Senator that the two
Houses should ** meet and elect” United States Senators and
Supreme Judges. As soon, however, as the result of the
first ballot was announced, showing that their caucus nomi-
nees could not and that Whigs would be elected, the political
friends of the ** Union” did all in their power, and finally
succoeded 1o adjourn the meeting ; and ever afterwands, not-
withstanding the imperative character of the resolution under
which they had met, did they refuse to meet again.  Their
conduet in'the meeting, too, was not only bullying but" dis-
graceful, as the proceedings will show.

The Lagi-lumm adjourned, therefore, without an election.
In the mean time, in consequence of their success in filling
two vacancies which hyd occurred in the House of Represen-
tutives—one in the county of Des Moines and another in the
county of Lee—the Governor ealled a special session. The
Legislature assembled, and in the Senste and also in the
House there was o seat filled by a member who had removed,
subsequently to the adjournment of the regular session of the
Legislatare, into another than the county he was originally
chosen 1o represent.  These members had tendered their re-

i to the G for this resson, which he, in view
of his intention to call a spocial session, refused to accept.
And why ? Because the counties they assumed to represent—
to represent at the instance and by the will of a partivan
Governor—were of doubtful politics, and would probably have
retarned Whigs as their successors, This would not have suit-
ed the Governor and his counsellors, who, in violation of all
propriety and all right, 100, were resolved to elect Senators
in violence to the declared will of the people.

Looking to this state of things, and believing that a Legis-
Jature thus constituted could neither constitutionally nor right!
fully elect either Senators or Judges, the Whigs of the Houses
deelined to pass a resolution providing for their election. In
this they did their duty to their constituents and the constitu~
tion, and we rejoice that neither fears nor threats deterred
them from its performance. Lot the *¢ Union™ rail on, theng
the facts furnish their vindication.

Axorien Farsr Misraxs 13 Menicixs.—Another fatal
mistake from the carelessness of an apothecary has occurved at
Alleghany city. A Mr. Yan Winkle went to purchase
verized thubarb.  Another customer had previously
some pulverized opium, which had been put up and was ly-
ing on the counter of the store. The rhubarb was also put up
and Inid upon the counter, and Mr. Van Winkle, it is pre-

B

sumed, took up the opium instead of the rhgbarb, neither of
which, 1 the carelossness of the v, bad been
labwlled.  Mr. Van Winkle adi the to his

children, causing the death of one of them, a child of two or

three ynnﬂ_of age.
AmornEn scnnn:n.—'l'bl Antietam Tron Works, ﬂ:‘"

ed by Me. Giuwon, of Baltimore, have been suspended,

all the hands paid off and discharged, the proprietor intending

to eell out.




